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FAMILY REUNION FOR REFUGEE/HUMANITARIAN VISA HOLDERS 

    
   

 
 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Do you hold a permanent 
protection visa (subclass 866) 
OR offshore 
refugee/humanitarian visa 
(subclasses 200, 201, 202, 203 
or 204)? 

Do you hold a temporary 
protection visa (subclass 
785) or offshore 
temporary humanitarian 
visa (subclass 451 or 
447)? 

You cannot propose family members or 
friends for an offshore 
humanitarian/refugee visa or sponsor them 
for any other visa until you obtain a 
permanent protection visa (subclass 866) 
or some other permanent visa. 
 

HOWEVER 

 
Is the person overseas either your: 

o Spouse; 
o Dependant child (natural, 

adopted or step child under 18 
or, if 18 or older, substantially 
reliant on you); OR 

o Parent (for 
refugee/humanitarian or 
permanent proteciton visa 
holders in Australia who are 
under 18)? 

o Is it less than 5 years since the 
grant of your visa?      AND 

   
o Was the person overseas a 

member of your immediate family 
at the date of the grant of your 
visa (for offshore 
refugee/humanitarian visa 
holders) or at time of your visa 
application (for 866 visa holders)?                   
AND 

 
o Did you tell DIMIA about the 

member of your immediate family 

before your visa was granted? 

Is the person overseas: 
o outside their country of 

origin and either: 
o at risk of persecution or 

substantial discrimination 
in their country because 
of race, religion, political 
opinion or membership of 
a particular social group; 
or 

o at risk of persecution,  
without the protection of 
a male relative and in 
danger because she is a 
woman ? 

o You can propose the person overseas 
for an offshore refugee/humanitarian 
visa (Class XB) as a member of your 
immediate family. 

o The person does not have to be 
outside their country of origin. 

o The application will be given high 
priority. 

o Persecution or discrimination does 
not have to be proved because of the 
applicant’s connection to you, but 
details should be included in the 
application. 

 
NB Women on a subclass 204 visa cannot 
propose their spouse within 5 years if they were 
divorced or permanently separated from the 
spouse or had not declared the relationship with 
the spouse, at the time of the woman’s visa 

grant 

o You can propose the person 
overseas for an offshore 
refugee/humanitarian visa 
(Class XB). 

o The person must prove 
persecution or substantial 
discrimination. 

o The application will not be 
given as high priority as an 
immediate family application 
but a proposal from you and 
any support you are able to 
offer in the proposal form will 
still assist the application. 

o Registration with the UNHCR  
and acceptance as a refugee 

will assist the application.  

You may still be able to sponsor a 
family member overseas for a family 
migration program visa, such as a: 

o spouse/partner/fiance visa; 
o parent visa; 
o adopted child or dependant 

child visa; 
o remaining relative visa; 
o aged dependant relative 

visa; 
o orphan relative under 18 

visa. 

o Any Australian citizen or permanent 
resident or incorporated association 
can propose a person overseas for an 
offshore refugee/humanitarian visa 
(Class XB). 

o The person overseas must prove 
persecution or substantial 
discrimination. 

o The application will not be given as 
high priority as an immediate family 
application but a proposal and any 
support offered in the proposal form 

will still assist the application. 
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MAKE YOUR APPLICATION 

• Form 681 - To be completed by proposer 

• Form 842 – To be completed by applicant 



The Application Process 

(Offshore Refugee/Humanitarian Visa Applications) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This information is not a substitute for legal advice. If you have legal questions about a case you should seek assistance from a  registered migration agent  

Information current at 20 Oct 2005 

 
Refugee and Immigration Legal Service Inc 

1st floor, 170 Boundary Street. West End, Queensland 4101, Australia 
PO Box 5143, West End 4101 • Telephone (61) (07) 3846 3189 • Fax (61) (07) 3844 3073 

A FREE COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICE 

WHAT FORMS DO I USE? 

 

• For all offshore refugee/humanitarian visas (Class XB) applications the application and proposal forms are the same: 
 

o Form 842 - Application for an Offshore Humanitarian Visa  
- Form 842 must be completed and signed by the main applicant, their spouse (if applicable) and any other 
people included in the application who are aged 18 or over.  

 
o Form 681 – Refugee and Special Humanitarian Proposal 

-  Form 681 must be completed and signed by the proposer.  
-  A proposal is essential for immediate family visas and special humanitarian visas (subclass 202). 
-  A proposal is optional for other offshore refugee/humanitarian visas but will strengthen the application. 
 

• For immediate family applications the applicant will be granted the same visa subclass as that held by the 
proposer (except for subclass 866 proposers, where the applicant is granted a subclass 202 visa). 

 

• For all other applicants, DIMIA decides which subclass of visa the applicant will receive. 
 
WHERE DO I LODGE THE FORMS? 

 
The application (Form 842) and proposal (Form 681) should be lodged together.  Generally, for applications where 
there is a proposal form and the applicant is in Africa or the Middle East, the application MUST be lodged in Australia, 
not the overseas Australian mission. 
 
Generally: 
For applicants Africa lodge at:    For applicants in the Middle East lodge at: 
Offshore Humanitarian Processing Centre    Offshore Humanitarian Processing Centre 
DIMIA, GPO BOX 9984, Sydney NSW 2001.   DIMIA, GPO BOX 241, Melbourne VIC 3001 
 
However, you should also check appropriate the place of lodgment for the applicant’s country on the DIMIA website at 
www.immi.gov.au/refugee/migrating_refugee.htm or by phoning  DIMIA on 131 881 
 
WHAT COSTS ARE INVOLVED? 

 
There are no application fees for offshore humanitarian/refugee visas.  
 
For applicants granted subclass 200, 201, 203 or 204 visas, the government will pay for: 

• health and character checks; 

• travel costs if the visa holder does not have access to more than $A 10, 000 per person or $A 20, 000 for a 
family. 

 
For applicants granted subclass 202 visa, they or their proposer must pay their travel costs but the government will pay 
health check costs. 
 
CAN I BORROW THE MONEY? 

 
Interest free loans are available from the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), to assist family members 
travelling to Australia under subclass 202 visas. Loans can only be provided to proposers with a Centrelink issued 
Health Care Card and can only be given where the visa holder’s travel is arranged by IOM. Loans are limited to a 
maximum of $4000 per family and a down payment equivalent to 35% of the estimated travel cost is required. To 
inquire about a loan, email the IOM at travel.loan.canberra@iom.int or telephone the IOM on 02 6267 6634. 


