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The verdict 
 

 
 
 

 
 
What was the result of the case?  
 
Joseph was found ‘not guilty’ of the stealing charge by the Magistrate.  
 
To be proven guilty in a criminal case the prosecution has to show ‘beyond 
reasonable doubt’ that the offence was done by the accused. This means that the 
Magistrate, or Jjudge (or jury if there is one), must not have any real doubts that the 
accused did the offence, and that all that had to be proved by the prosecution has 
been proved, and that there were no defences to the charge.  
 
For the charges of dangerous driving and driving under the influence of alcohol, 
Joseph admitted he had done the wrong thing and pleaded guilty. This means he will 
be sentenced by the court for those charges.  
 
 
Did anyone win? 
 
Joseph could be said to be a ‘winner’ because he stood up for the truth, went and got 
legal help, pleaded not guilty to the stealing charge and fought his case in court.  
Joseph ‘won’ on this charge because he was found not guilty. 
 
However when people have to go through the court system it is a very difficult 
process for all involved, and so there are rarely any ‘winners’.    
 
 
 
  
 


