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Expect respect 

 
 
 

 
The song ‘Beat the Rap’ ends with the words: 

 
If authorities show you no  

respect 
You have a right to complain  

and to object 
Expect to be treated with respect 

 
 
Many problems can be sorted out by respectful communication.  This should be from 
all sides.  You should give respect to authorities and try to understand the position 
they are in and the pressures they face. Authorities, equally, should treat you with 
respect. 
 
If you don’t get respect then you have rights to make complaints against authorities. 
 
If police don’t treat you fairly and politely you have the right to complain to the officer 
in charge of the police station, to the Commissioner of Police or the Crime and 
Misconduct Commission, which is not part of the police service (this is in 
Queensland). 
 
If lawyers don’t treat you with respect you can complain to the local Law Society or 
lawyer’s ethics body  
 
In court you can complain to the magistrate or judge. If you don’t think your case was 
fair you may be able to appeal to a higher court. You would need legal advice before 
going ahead. 
 
 
  
 


